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A guide to greetings: when to
nod, when to smile and when to
engage in a bear hug.
New Spring Sing traditions form with
addition of extra club show.

Which Wich to
re-open under
new manager
Searcy resident, n ew owner
will open doors Feb. 4
by LANDIS TINDELL
student writer
When Which Wich, a sandwich shop located near
the Searcy Wal-Mart, closed its doors unexpectedly on
Sept. 30, 2012, Harding students and Searcy citizens
photo by ASHEL PARSONS I Student Publications wondered what would become of the unique restaurant.
Students anxiously wait in line to buy tickets for the Phillip Phillips concert scheduled for Feb. 4 in the One such citizen, Tom Sledge, decided to call it quits
Administration Auditorium. Some students waited over an hour to purchase their tickets for the s how.
in the insurance business and re-open the sandwich
The concert sold out all 950 seats of the Admin on Jan. 22, which was when tickets went on sale.
shop he and his family enjoyed so much.
Sledge, a Searcy native and Harding graduate, has
taken on the store and has a target reopen date of Feb. 4.
"After 20 years in the insurance business, I've been
looking for a while for a different option for my life
and Which Wich seemed to fit as an option for me,"
Sledge said. "It has always been a dream for me to own
a business; the restaurant industry has always intrigued
me. This will also allow me to bring my family into the
business. My wife, two daughters and son will all be
working in the store at times."
Sledge said that the sales under previous management
were good but he hopes to make them even better. He
"It's really complete, it has a really
by JARED DRYDEN
said he is optimistic about the restaurant's potential.
editorial assistant
unique sound."
"As a matter of fact, the corporate office had told me
Phillips' album, "The World from
that
if someone didn't come along pretty quick to get
ffi.e Side -of the Moon," which dePhillip Phillips will be performing
the
store
restarted, that they were going to open it as a
buted at No. 4 on the Billboard 200,
at Harding University on Feb. 4.
corporate
store because the numbers were so good,"
is available from Interscope Records.
Phillips gained fame by winning
Sledge
said.
Phillips is visiting Harding on his
the latest season of American Idol
It was also announced that after re-opening Which
first
tour since performing on the
and was not up for elimination in
would begin offering the 'Lettuce-Wich,' a lowWich
American Idol LNE Tour this past
any week of the competition. Philcarb,
gluten-free
alternative that takes all the toppings
summer with the other Top 10 Amerlips won by gaining a majority of a
and
fillings
of
the
sandwich and wraps them in lettuce
ican
Idol
contestants.
Later
this
year,
record 132 million votes cast His first
leaves.
Phillips
is
set
to
tour
North
America
single, "Home," debuted at No. 10
" Of course we \vill still offer more than 50 different
with rock band Matchbox Twenty.
on the Billboard H ot 100. The song
delicious
'Wiches on our traditional white or wheat
He
has
previously
performed
at
the
was used promotionally for the U.S. his unique sow1d. Phillips has named
bun
as
well,"
Sledge said. "Which Wich has a whole
National
Christmas
Tree
Lighting
athletes in the 2012 Summer Olympic Mumford & Sons, Dave Matthews
and
sang
the
national
anthem
for
the
line
of
catering
products that can be used for a group
Games, and Phillips has performed Band and Damien Rice as some of
of
the
2012
World
Series.
opening
game
as
small
as
10
people
and as much as several hundred.
his
favorite
artists
and
influences.
the song for the gold medal-winning
Phillips will perform in the Ad- Harding students, faculty and staff are always welcome
Campus Life director Logan Light
U.S. athletes.
The concert will be the first of the said he was drawn to Phillips' music ministration Auditorium at 8 p.m . here because they are a big part of our customer despring semester. The Campus Activ- after hearing his releases following his Tickets were $10 for students and mographic."
Which Wich is planning on maintaining its past
faculty and $30 for the general public.
ities Board chose to bring Phillips to American Idol appearance.
Harding due not only to his popularity
"Once I heard his full album, I was Tickets went on sale Jan. 21 and sold hours of operation: Monday - Saturday 10 a.m . to 9
through American Idol, but also due to really impressed with it,'' Light said. out in six hours.
p.m., and Sundays from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Idol winner Phillip Phillips
to perform on campus

Students purchase ticl<ets, sell out Admin for
the first concert of the spring 2 0 13 semester

Harding remem bers Ken Neller's passion, ministry
by LYNDSEY RUBLE
editor-in-chief
H arding lost an influential and inspirational man when Ken Neller died on Jan.
10 from a massive heart attack. While most
students had not returned to campus by
the time of his death, a chapel service was
hosted in his honor on the first day of class.
Ken Neller's ab sence is still felt in the
Harding community. Students and faculty
remembered fond memories of Neller as
a professor, minister, husband and friend.
''Ken was a man of tremendous integrity,"
said Dr. Daniel Stockstill, a friend of Neller
since they were club brothers together. "He
wanted no credit for himself He wanted all
credit for God and he wanted his influence
(to be) as God's servant."
Stockstill said he and Neller leaned on each
other for support in their own ministries.
Their friendship grew through the years.
Daniel and Cindee Stockstill and Ken

and Barbara Neller
said Neller loved to
do favors for others
became a "fourand slip away before
some," according to Stockstill.
anyone could give
Stockstill's chilhim any credit.
dren called Ken
Another imNeller "uncle."
portant facet of
N eller's main
Neller's life was his
relationship with his
goal in life was to
extend the hand of
family, especially
God through minhis wife, Barbara.
istry and through --~~~'"=~=~~~~~~"---'IL.....~ Stockstill said that
photo courtesy ofLAURAJO SAWYER Ken and Barbara
the way he interacted with and
Neller embodied
everything it meant to be a Christian couple
loved the people around him.
"He knew that a ministry was not an and a Christian family.
event but a lifestyle and he knew that a
Junior Jason Johnson attended Harding
mistake or a stumble was damaging but University in Greece with Ken and Barbara
was not failure," Stockstill said.
Neller. He said that it was evident how
N eller's ministry could be seen in his devoted they were to each other.
'Their relationship was God-founded but
interaction with his students, who said his
doors and arms were always open, and in was very focused on each other," Johnson
his desire to help anyone in need. Stockstill said. "They were the prime example of a

relationship."
Barbara Neller said that she and K en
were married for 38 and a half years and
dated for four years before they married.
'We raised each other," she said.
Barbara Neller said she felt very blessed
by her marriage and the family she and Ken
built together.
Stockstill also remembered Ken Neller's
work with the Downtown Church of Christ,
where he worked as a part-time minister.
Stockstill said Neller worked hard for his
congregation and served the members with
integrity, honesty and faithfulness.
"He viewed himself as a faithful servant
and perhaps that is his legacy," Stockstill
said. "Faithful servants point to their master
and inspire more servants to be faithful."
Johnson remembered one of Neller's
devotionals about Philippians. The lesson
throughout the devotional, and perhaps
throughout Neller's life, was that "Our
joy isn't here; it's waiting for us."

Remember to vote for your Harding Bisons as "Best Road Trip in
College Basketball. " Voting ends today at 2 p.m. See PAGE 1b.
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Mixing things up
New clubs make for fresh
~pring Sing competition
by VIRGINIA "VIVI"
VITALO NE
student writer

BEYOND

THE BUBBLE

We do not want people to think it is
changing because there was bad
blood; everyone is very supportive of
the other clubs.
-Madison Schwertley,
Spring Sing director

As this year's title suggests, Spring Sing is literally
getting larger. Because of
the addition of two new new collaboration; Iota Chi
social clubs on camp us, and Omega Phi.
"We had to make the
Omega Phi and Sigma
Phi Mu, and the increased decision to split because
number of p articip ants, after last year, there were
two big changes have been so many people on stage
made to the 2013 Spring it ended up being a safety
Sing show. Sigma Phi Mu hazard," said sophomore
will join the OEGE, Chi Madison Schwertley, one
Sigma Alpha and Regina of the directors of the
group and Iota Chi will · Iota Chi/Omega Phi show.
split from the Delta Nu, "That is why (Professor of
Pi Theta Phi and Gamma Communications) Dr. Frye
Sigma Phi show for a brand made the new rule that they

THEMEW CLUB SMOWS
SIGMA PHI MU , OEGE,
CHI SIGMA ALPHA & REGINA
IOTA CHI & OMEGA PHI
DELTA MU, Pl THETA PHI
& GAMMA SIGMA PHI

do not want more than 100
people on stage at a time."
Schwertley said the four
clubs did not want to split
up, but because Harding
is expanding and clubs
are growing they had to
embrace and accommodate
the changes.
With this modification to
the traditional club team up,
Iota Chi wants to make sure
the school knows the real
reason behind the change.
"We do not want people
to think it is changing because there was bad blood;
everyone is very supportive of the other clubs,"
Schwertley said. "We do
not want people to think
we left because we did not
like them or they did not
like us. Nobody wanted to
make this change but it was
a necessary change due to
safety laws."
The women of Sigma

HOUSTON -

photo by ASHEL PARSONS J Student Publications
Members of the 2012 OEGE/Chi Sigma Alpha/
Regina Spring Sing show wowed the crowd with
their portrayal of a Mad Scientist who resurrects
the dead. This year, new womens club Sigma Phi
Mu will join the group for their first Spring Sing
performance.
Phi Mu are also excited
for their Spring Sing debut. Joining the OEGE,
Chi Sigma Alpha, Regina
group, they said they look
forward to another year of
memorable special effects.
Last year's presentation
of a Mad Scientist with
glow-in-the dark hands
and a special ability to
bring townspeople back to
life proved to be a crowd
favorite.
According to junior
Shelby Styron, vice president of Sigma Phi Mu,
Spring Sing will be a great

experience not only for the
new girls, but also for the
charter members.
"Unlike the other clubs,
the very first (induction)
class did not bond over
Club Week," Styron said.
"'This is another way for
the older members to get
to know each other and
for the new girls to get to
know the older members
even better."
Practice for the 2013
Spring Sing began the first
week of school. The show
will take place March 28 - 30
in the Benson Auditorium.

College of Sciences name department chairs
Dr. Ben Bruner and Dr. Ron Smith prepare for leadership roles
by MALLORY
JOHNSON
student writer

Harding University's College of Sciences appointed
two new department chairs
on Dec. 19, 2012. Provost
Larry Long named Dr. Ben
Bruner, assistant professor
of biology, and Dr. Ron
Smith, assistant professor
of mathematics, as the new
chairs of their departments
beginningJune 1, 2013.
Bruner has taught at
Harding.since 2008. He is
a graduate of Oklahoma
ChristiatJ. University and
received his Ph.D. from the
University of Oklahoma
Health Sciences Center,
where he studied pathology with an emphasis in

autoimmune disease.
He currently teaches
Human Anatomy & Physiology, Introduction to Cell
Biology and assists senior
level students preparing for
senior seminar presentations.
Bruner will be replacing
Dr. Michael Plummer, who
began teaching at Harding
in 1971.
Brunersrudheffipreparing
for much department-wide
advancement as part of
Harding's expanding programs.
"In our department
we have a lot of room for
growth," Bruner said. 'We
have experienced a lot of
new students coming in
with the creation of the
new graduate programs
here at H arding and with

the increasing prevalence
of pre-health programs;
we will continue to see
increasing growth in the
biology department in the
upcoming years."
As the new biology chair,
Bruner said he is looking
forward to the new outlook
and experiences that will
come in the future.
"I have enjoyed both my
training in the sciences and
my training in leadership
positions, so this gives me
the opportunity to mix both
of my areas of interest,"
Bruner said. "It's a perfect
mixture of the things I love
to fill my life with. It will be
great to see those things fit
together more perfectly as
this new position begins."
Dr. Ron Smith has been

a member of the mathematics department at Harding
since 2007. He came to
Harding in 2005 to work as
a math specialist with the
Cannon-Clary College of
Education. He completed
his Ph.D. in mathematics at
the University of Tennessee
in 2012.
Smith will be replacing
Dr. Steve Smith who has
served as the chair of the
mathematics department
for 27 years and has been
teaching at Harding since
1971.
Smith said he will focus
on ways to expand and adapt
to the growing number of
students who are interested
in mathematics classes and
maiors.
"One of the big things

Gunfire
left three people, including
the shooter, wounded at
Lone Star College in Houston, Texas, on Wednesday.
Investigators say gunfire
erupted as the result of a
fight between two men.
Among the injured was a
maintenance man caught
in the crossfire according
to Fox News.

WASHINGTON
Defense Secretary Leon E.
Panetta made the decision
Wednesday to overturn
a 1994 Pentagon rule
t h at restricted women
from artillery, armor and
other roles in combat,
according to CNN. The
policy change will open
hundreds of thousands
of front-line po sitions.
Fox News reported some
roles may open to women as soon as this year.

SEGOU, Mali -

U.S.

military aircraft transported
French troops and cargo
to Bamako, the capital
of Mali, on Tuesday. The
New York Times reported
it could take the U nited
States two weeks to airlift
the entire 600-member
French mechanized infantry into the African
nation.The French military
entered Mali on Jan. 11 to
combat Islamist militants
who have been threatening
to bring Mali's democracy under terroristic rule.

we really want to include
would be technology;' Smith
said. 'We are beginning to
move that direction. A big
thing that is coming up is a
lot more emphasis o n as- LOS ANGELES- Taylor
sessment and accreditation." Swift tweeted Friday that
Smith said his focus for she and actor Michael].
the upcoming year will be Fox have made amends over
recruiting more students the actor's recent remarks
to pursue a career in math. about the singer's dating
"We would really like history. Fox jokingly told
to try to build on a larger reporters he wanted Swift to
number of majors," Smith stay away from his 23-yearsaid. "Our numbers in old son, commenting, "I
engineering and computer don't keep up with it all.
science have really grown . But Taylor Swift writes
We are trying to find ways songs about everybody she
to recruit students who goes out with, right? What
would b e intere sted in a way to build a career."
either double majoring In her tweet, Swift said,
in engineering, computer " . . . Michael ]. Fox got in
science or physics and touch with me today and
mathematics."
we are good."

Th.e Gift of Thrift

Grace Farrar, namesake of the
Henry & Grace Farrar Center
for Health Sciences, died Jan. 11,
2013. Grace was a 1948 Harding
graduate and a long time nurse and
missionary to Nigeria, where she
,,and her husband began the Nigerian
Hospital.

photo by ASHEL PARSONS I Student Publications
Sophomore Seth Watkins and juniors Max Michael, Tiffany Perez and Elizabeth
Bobo place their Christmas gift duds under the cafeteria Christmas tree as
part of CAB's "Re-gift your rejects." The exchange, held on Thursday, Jan.
17, gave students the opportunity to swap their least favorite Christmas gifts
and even a chance to win an iPod Shuffle.
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ats are trending on social m edia. Instagram
has a lot to do with this;
search "#cats" or "#catlady"
to fully understand. Along with
knitting oversized sweaters,
your cat-loving aunt is on her
way to becoming queen of the
hipsters.
T his week, film critics are
gathered in Park City, U t ah,
to screen the best of this year's
in dependent films at the
Sundance Film Festival. What
you migh t not know is that
simultan eously, there is a Cat
D ance Film Festival online as
well. Five aspiring filmmakers
and cat lovers created sh ort
films starring their favorite
furry animals. Some of the
titles include "Catalogue" and
''A Cat's Guide to Caring for
Humans." Perhaps Harding's

guest writers
Alex Ezell
Mallory Johnson
Mackenzie Lee

corey stumne

Shaun Melady

guest

Cole Mokry

space

Rebecca Neely

P

resident Barack Obama
decided a few weeks ago
to invite Pastor Louie
Stu Pierce
Giglio to close his inauguration,
which was h eld on Jan . 21,
Chan Hee Song
with prayer. Giglio announced
on J an. 10, after previously
Kristi Soto
acceptin g, that he would be
Corey Stumne
declining the invitation for the
Jan. 21 inauguration.
Landis Tindell
Giglio, a pastor from Atlanta,
G a. known for founding the
Virginia "Vivi" Vitalone
"Passion" conferences, has
been taking a lot of heat since
Obama invited him to pray at
the inauguration. Some have
shown th eir disapproval in
~he Bison, it is our goal to serve the
Obama's choice because of a
•, ' -l:iarding University student body with
public sermon series conducted
,'· 1 . integrity, truth and open ears. However,
~v:. ·.: we-'believe that meeting that goal is a
by Giglio back in the mid-90s
I' .w°Q~way street between our staff and the where h e took a respectful
: • '' .
· public it serves.
stance against the rising gayrights movem ent and called
We pledge to keep our eyes and ears
open to what our community has to say
Christians to do likewise.
and hope that, in return, that community
Because of the controversy,
will be an interactive audience, sharing its
Giglio
respectfully d eclined
stories with us. We also pledge to do the
basics: report accurate and relevant inforObama's invitation. According
mation, check our facts, and share them
to Giglio, he said he did n ot
in a professional, timely manner.
want his prayer in Washington
to be a p latform for people to
If you have any story ideas, questions,
omments or concerns for the Bison st aff, push their agendas, but rather
please e-mail Lyndsey Ruble, the editorhe wanted it to be fully focused
in-chief, at lruble@harding.edu
on God alone; something that
he
thought h e would not be
" The Bison(USPS 577-660) is published
able t o do b e cau se of this
weekly (except vacations, exams and
summer sessions), 18 issues per year, by
recent controversy.
Harding University. Periodicals postage
Giglio was in an extrem ely
paid at Searcy , Arkansas 7214 3. POSTdifficult
spot. If he decided
MASTER: Send address changes t o The
to go and pray amidst the
Bison., Harding University 111 9 2, SEARCY
AR 72 149-0 001 "
controversy, h e would have

Angel Paramore

At

L

Five minute film festival should
add a feline category next year.
No one can resist a marathon
of the television show "Too
Cute Kittens," which follows
the lives of a litter of kittens
from birth until six weeks when
they go on to other homes. I
would love to have the job of
writing the narration and story
lines for all of the kittens. It is
impossible to continue having
a bad day after watching an
episode, or two or three.
The 2009 documentary
"Cat Ladies" brings the cuteness
of cats back down to Earth. The
movie takes viewers into the
lives of Diane, Margot, Jenny
and Sigi, whose self-worth is
now found in their cats. The
movie is hilarious until you
stop to think that it is real. It
is quite sad watching how far
their lives have spiraled out
of control. D ecisions are not
made based on what they want,
but what they think their cats
want. Over time they gave up
on spending time with friends.

Collecting cats becom e s a
pastime for some, even to the
point of animal services being
called in to rescue the cats. A
low point in the film is when
Sigi's cats are taken away and
she comes to realize that she
is all alon e in h er house.
Here are a few tips to make
sure you do not turn into a cat
lady. First, limit the number
of cats you own. If you can't
remember all of their names,
it's time to stop rescuing more.
Second, make sure your Insmgram
feed is not filled with pictures
of your feline friends. People
grow tired of p arents p osting
photos of their newb orns all
the time, so you can be sure that
they do not want a play-by-play
of your cat's life. A nd if you
find yourself telling your cats
about your day, it is time to call
and talk to a real person.

JESS BOYD is a guest
contributor for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
jboydl@harding.edu.

Missed Opportunity:
The Inaugural Prayer

Michael Claxton

Bethany Nicholson

ell folks, here we are.
We're well tnto new
classes, already missing
home-cooked meals and getting to
that point where it's wcird to still be
aski.t:ig about your friend's Onisttnas
break. Which brings me back tu a
pivotal time during my freshman
year. No, I'm not talking about
accepting the fuctthatt\ID-Stepping
is just two steps too many for my
coordination skills.
not even
talking about the time I discovered
how much nicer the bathrooms
are in the H eritage. I am t.alking
about that moment of panic you
feel when you see someone you
sort of know in passing and aren't
sure what to do about it. We11 call
it the art of acknowledgement In
simpler but still more Hamlet-like
terms, to wave, or not to wa\'e- that
is the question.
If your personality radiates
sunshine, glitter and unicorns, then
you can stop reading here and most
likely get a job in a ProgtesSive commercial For everyone else, knowihg
how to respond to someone you
haven't seen in awhile can get pretty
awkward H ere's a sin1'lified list of
how to greet someone on a level
that they are comfortable with.
1. The half smile, not to be
con fused with a creepy smirk.
This one is fairly simple and can
be used with complete strangers.
Accidental eye contact; happens,
and we need to be prepared for it
So rather than continuing t:O make
them think you're plotting some
kind of Inigo Montoya revenge
on their life, give them a little half
smile and keep walkin~
2. The half smile with a slight
head nod. This one is reserved for
people you're definitely at:quainte.d
with but don't remember meeting It
can also be used with someone you
know fairly well but who is talking
to someone else and you don't want
to interrupt their conversation for
a casual, ''Hey."
3. Which brings us to our next
one: the casual "H ey." 1bis one is
typically followed by a "How are
you?" depending on hcf.v fAst you're
walking in the opposite direction.
You're friends and have talked
several times, but have never really
had a quality bonding eicperienceto
ask a lot more follow up questions.
4. The side hug; We've all experienced a bad side hU& Now, other
factors including backpacks, sitting,
standing or the fear of bad breath
may come into considenuioq when
executing a good side ~ug, but I
would say most of thcin,still.turn
out badly. It's typically just.~d
and doesn't have a good solu¥n,
so I would say just tty to·get p.ast
this stage as quickly as ~sible.
5. The full--On attack hug. J1iis
is no ordinary embrace.
more
barbaric parts of the world thjs is
also cal1ed a "bear hug" but if you
are shorter than 6' S" then this gatne
is just unfitting and weird. · This
greeting can also be paired 'Yith a
dramatic running scene coinbined
with the theme from "Chariots o f
Fire," or with a gallant
in the
air, John Bender style. to the tune
of a Simple Minds single. (I fuel
comfortable making a ''Breakfast
Club" reference since it seemed
to work out pretty weD in "Pitch
Perfect" No? OK) ,.
So there you have it; fuol-proof
instructions for a preplanned
strategy to avoid making that
squeaky noise in your throat
wh en just trying to say "Hi." If
this wasn't as entertaining as you
had hoped, I highly recomm~nd
m ymob n ame.com, the Mitt
Romney Wearing Jeans tumblr or
any of the Harry Potter books.

become even more about gay
rights, especially with his gay
rights-affirming replacement,
Leon.
Also, I do not like the idea of
dodging the issue. Gay rights is
an extremely controversial and
volatile issue in America. Now
is not the time for leaders of
God's church (or Christians in
general) to be dodging difficult
questions and passing them off
to some other person hoping
Now is not the
to not offend anyone. We need
time for leaders
pastors and ministers who do
of God's church
not shy away from u ncom(or Christians in
fortable but important issues.
general) to be
Let us not forget a simple
dodging difficult
truth. Jesus' teaching was incredibly offensive to numbers
questions.
of p eople; it was so offen sive
Before I give you my opin- that many people wanted to
ion, there are a few things that kill him. Things got heated
should be mentioned. Shortly in Jesus' ministry; they were
after Giglio declined, Obama much more h eated than the
invited gay-marriage support- current gay-rights issue. And
er and Episcopal priest Dr. Jesus didn't back down from
Luis Leon to replace G iglio controversy. He never crumpled
and close the inauguration in under the pressure.
He had courage and stood
prayer. Also, in his statement
h e issued to the White H ouse, up for the truth. He stood up
Giglio n ever addressed the for the Word of God. And in
issue of gay rights. He simply doing all of that, God said that
said he wanted his prayer to he was ' ~ell pleased" with him.
Giglio's heart may be in the
be about God and not about
right place, but I want to call
political agendas.
N o Christian can blame Christian s to stand up for the
him for wanting God to be Word of God even if it m eans
the total focus. But with that taking some h eat for it. God
being said, I want to argue promises a g reat reward to
that I think Giglio should have those who dare to take a stand.
Join with me and pray for
accepted the invitation amidst
our
country during this difficult
the controversy.
of dissension.
time
It speaks volumes to Giglio's
ch aracter that he wants th e
focus to be about God and COREY STUMNE is a guest
n ot about the issue of gay contributor for the Bison.
rights. But since he has stepped He may be contacted at
down, I think the prayer has est um ne@harding.edu.

enraged m any supporters of
the gay-rights movement and
possibly h ave taken the spotlight off of God. Now that he
has declined the invitation, there
are some Christians who think
he should not have backed out
of an opportunity to sincerely
lead our country in prayer,
while others are calling him a
"cowardly bigot" for shying
away from controversy.
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Brn-tANY A.5PEY is the
opinons editor for the BisOn.
She may be contacted at
baspey@harding.edu.
Twitter: @baspeyaspey
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lyndsey ruble

Moral
of the
Story

Stop Selling
the Shallow
Journalism

LYNDSEY RUBLE is the editor-inchief for the Bison. She may be
contacted at lruble@harding.edu.

Bison Days

Jan. 25,26 -

Young Adult Author Series: Sharon Draper

Jan. 28 -

Women's Intramural Basketball begins

Jan. 31 -

Career Center: C-Harmony

Feb. 4 - Phillip Phillips Concert at 8 p.m. in the
Administration Auditorium

E

very December, Pew Research
Center releases the top 15 news
stories from the past year. While
2011 was full of international news, 2012
was dominated by domestic issues and
tragedies. The No. 1 news story of the
year was the election, followed by the
Connecticut school shooting, Hurricane
Sandy, rising oil/gas prices and the Colorado movie theater shooting. The story
of the Benghazi embassy attacks was
the only top 15 international news story.
I understand that domestic issues
matter a lot. We can empathize with
other Americans and, when tragedy
strikes, it is much more likely to directly affect us. It seems much easier
to care and to be invested in the lives
of people who talk like us, look like us
or think like us. However, 2012's news
coverage statistics were obscene. I am
embarrassed to know just how wholly
the news media and we, as consumers
of media, ignored the entire rest of the
globe and stories that had true news
values were sacrificied. The stories
that the American public focused on
were sensational and often overdone
or politically charged.
I fail to understand why the Trayvon Martin story, which was ranked
11th, was any more important than
the ongoing crisis in Syria. Despite the
increasing death toll, Pew reported that
more than half of those polled in early
December said they were paying little
or no attention to the situation in Syria.
I also fail to understand why President Obama's personal stance on gay
marriage, which was ranked 10th, is more
important than the debt crisis in Europe,
which will deeply affect the American
economy. In June, only 18 percent of
people said they were following news of
the European economy while 37 percent
followed the President's comments the
month before.
I fail to understand how coverage
of Whitney Houston's death, Kate
Middleton and Big Bird was more
important than the mass amounts of
sex trafficking going on, or the child
soldiers in foreign countries or the crucial
balance of tensions in the Middle East.
In March of 2012, CNN closed its
investigative documentary department.
This meant letting go of investigative
journalist Kaj Larsen. Larsen often
reported from foreign countries such
as Somalia and Indone sia and was
hoping to start investigating drug cartels in East Africa. He now works as a
consultant for t11e fictional HBO show
"The Newsroom."
Media analyst Brad Adgate said that
foreign reporting can get too expensive, and with no profit motive, it is
usually the first target for downsizing
and budget cuts. However, CNN can
apparently still afford to use holographic
reporting strategies. Yes, you read that
right. They have been using hologram
reporters since the 2008 election, yet
they choose to make budget cuts on
the investigative teams.
Readers and viewers have tuned out.
News seems to be a continuous cycle
of conglomerates feeding us the same
popular, imitative American stories and
us readily consuming them. Thus, we
encourage the same type of shallow
journalism again and again. There is
often little analysis or originality in the
reporting as reporters all rush for the
same story, approached with the same
angle. The foundations of journalism, of
truth-seeking and illuminating, become
a second priority.
Moral of the story: There are still
stories that inspire hope, that call for
action and that challenge the way we
think about the world. Those stories
were not all too common in 2012, but
I ask that we make this year different.
The readers are the only ones who can
inspire change. Seek those stories out
and help keep them alive.

Jan. 24-27 -

Feb. 26 - Lyceum: Swingle Singers at 7 p.m. in the
Administration Auditorium; cost is $3

What's my age again?
65 become so universally synonymous

stu pierce with retirement? Were there herds of old

guest
space
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ecently, when I was working at the
front desk of a local hotel, I stood
a quarter on its side. I know, right?
It was pretty sweet. It stood there on its
side-suspended, almost magically- for
more than 30 minutes until I accidentally
knocked it over. I tried for several more
minutes to get it to stand back like it was
until I finally realized, "I've got far more
important things to do with my time than
stand quarters on their sides."
This little workplace distraction made
me realize that I may need a hobby - or
at least to pursue my goals harder. You see,
you should never stop going after your
goals. You should never stop dreaming
and you should definitely never stop
growing. It is ridiculous to assume that
just because of someone's age that they
have no more growing to do - that they
have nothing left to offer.
I think it is wildly unrealistic and unfair
to assume that just because someone is
older that they are somehow of less value
than their younger counterparts. Let me
ask you a question. How did the age of
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people suddenly becoming unproductive
at the age of 65? Did these relics slowly
and systematically become less and less
productive until it reached a point where
they were a drain on their company and
a drain on the country? Or was the age
just arbitrary?
The answer is found in none of these
questions. The real answer can be traced
back to Germany - back to the 1800s
when Otto von Bismarck was rising to
prominence. Bismarck had a keen political
sense and he observed that most of his
military and political opponents were 65
years or older. They were the ones with
the most to offer - they had the greatest
wisdom and knowledge and experience.
They were, therefore, his greatest threat.
He instinc'tively knew that they would
be his greatest obstacle to power, so he
spearheaded an effort to make 65 a mandatory age for retirement. That is where
this all-important number came from. The
new policy regarding mandatory retirement
was soon adopted in Germany. Then it
spread from country to country in quick
succession - like dominoes falling- and
the rest is history.
Now we see 65 as this age where people are just supposed to start breaking
down and having no purpose in life. Just
because your birthday cake may resemble

a forest fire doesn't mean you should stop
fighting that fire.
Sadly, though many people have adopted this mentality - this self-imposed
prison of unnecessary limits we place on
ourselves. It is like the circus. Elephant
trainers routinely restrain a full-grown
elephant by only a single rope tethered to
a stake driven into the ground. Obviously,
this gigantic elephant could easily break
free, but it does not. Why? Because this
massive elephant full of strength and
brimming with life has been restrained
by this rope ever since it was a baby. He
couldn't break free from the rope then
so over time he just accepted this rope
as the unchanging truth. There are many
things in this life that we accept as the
unbending truth - as if carved in stone
for all eternity.
The point I am trying to make is that
we do not have to just accept our lots in
life. We have the capacity to change and
grow. In fact, we have an inborn need to
grow and become more. So when someone suggests that because you are older
you should just accept your lot in life and
give up, you can just tell them to step off.
Do not be put out to pasture by anyone.
Do not be forced into a pointless life of
standing quarters on their sides.

STU PIERCE is an alumnus and a
guest contributor for the Bison. He
may be contacted at
stupierce97@gmail.com.

____________________,

Trial by Fire

ate Saturday night a fire broke
out at the College Church of
Christ. Based on what I know as
I sit to write this on Monday, the fire
was caused by an electrical problem
involving the heating unit for the baptistery. The damage is severe enough
to make the building unusable for the
immediate present. During services
at the Benson Auditorium on Sunday,
Noel Whitlock quipped that this was
not what he meant when he wanted to
see the church on fire.
As soon as I learned about the blaze,
my mind went back thirty years to the
summer of 1983. It was the last day
of the fifth grade, and when I got off
the bus and climbed the steep street to
my house, I saw two fire trucks parked
in the driveway. For a brief moment, I
had a flicker of excitement. Like many
11 -year-olds, I went through a mild
phase of pyromania, and whenever
my next-door neighbor burned limbs
in his back yard, I came running, eager
to help him find more combustible
stuff. I would have grabbed pieces of
household furniture if he had let me.
There was something about the crackle
and red glow that I found mesmerizing.
That phase ended the minute I saw
what a fire had done to our house. In
those days, CB radio antennas were
popular and my brother had one in a
tree in our front yard. During a storm
earlier that afternoon, lightning struck
the antenna, came into the house and
blew up the downstairs television. My
mother was upstairs about to have lunch
when she heard a deafening boom and
smelled smoke. She got out of the house,
and, in those pre-cell-phone days, made
an emergency call next door.
Within minutes of her call, the
fire department was on hand. They
saved the house, but the damage was
still terrible. The entire b asement

michael
claxton

upstairs bathroom and stepped into
a bag of unrolled toilet paper. Just a
few nights before, my dad had waited until my sister and I fell asleep,
and then he "TP'd" our bedrooms.
I couldn't get out of bed without
breaking a strand of Charmin. We
thought it was hilarious, but mother
made him gather up the paper in a
bag and use it. He kept it right under
the window. I wish I had thought to
ask the first responders if that was
a fire hazard.Finally, a few weeks
later, our church family threw us an
old-fashioned house-warming to help
replace some of the things we lost.
At the last minute, they decided it
was best to call it a "house-cooling."
I am grateful for many things
in life. Near the top of the list is
the fact that my parents helped us
through this crisis with incredibly
resilient calm. They set the · tone
for our response: We were alive,
we were family and we were going
to roll up our sleeves and salvage
what we could. Granted, we had
to go out and buy some shirts with
sleeves to roll up. But we survived
the "Great Fire" with faith, humor
and quite a bit of 409. That was the
year I was introduced to something
Mom called scrubbing. In life as in
disaster clean-up, it's amazing what
you can rescue with a little elbow
grease. So if I'm needed to pitch in
at the College Church, just give me
a call. After all, we are family.

was destroyed - the cable box on
top of the TV melted - and the
electrical fire fried all the wiring
in the house. Worst of all, smoke
coated the entire interior, ruining
fabrics, darkening family photos
and leaving that haunting stink that
anyone who has ever been through
a fire will recognize. A thin layer of
black grime covered everything. By
the end of the day the only clothes
we owned were the ones we had on,
plus a set of fresh underwear we
found in the dryer. I've been partial
to fresh underwear ever since.
In the midst of tragedy, there is
comedy. When the firemen arrived,
they were concerned that the car
parked in our garage should be
moved to safety. But as it turned out,
my sister had the only set of keys
with her, and sh e was taking final
exams as a senior in high school.
So mom called the school, and the
vice principal got Beth out of class.
Here is exactly what this sensitive
professional said: "Beth, everyone is
OK, but I need your car keys. Your
house is on fire. But don't worry, and
go finish your exam. Good luck."
When I call this "comedy," I mean
in retrospect, of course.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
On top of that, the firemen must contributor for the Bison.
have been surprised when they broke He may be contacted at
through the window to my father's mclaxtol@harding.edu.
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,Rhodes up for
I airtime on CBS

by CHAN HEE SONG
student writer

The dead
girlfriend
who never
existed
We've all heard the lies
athletes tell about ways
they cheat such as taking
steroids, corking their bats
and doping.
It's nothing new to the
sports world to say that
people cheat.
But it was a new one
when Notre Dame linebacker
Manti Te'o announced to
the world that h e h ad a
"girlfriend" who "died."
The o nline timeline for
the complicated, twisted
story is full of cover-ups
and misunderstandings and
is nearly three pages long.
What it comes down
to, however, is that Te'o's
"girlfriend " was never a
real person.
She existed purely online
and someone whom he had
never met. He claims that
he was pulled into a hoax
and believed she was real.
Many, however, claim that
Te'o knew she was fake
all along and continued to
go along with it for media
attention.
What really captured
everyone's attention was
when Te'o made the claim
that his girlfriend had died.
He says he thought it was
real all along.
But then, according to
a USA Today article, Te'o
admitted he "didn't lie about
the hoax until December."
If Te'o confessed this
much, I feel W{e the more
h e is pushed the more he
might admit.
W ith each interview he
does, more information
seem s to come spewing
our, and in a coup le weeks,
I think more confessions
are bound to be made. I
wouldn't be the least bit
surprised if slowly but
surely he pushes back the
time period that he knew
it was a hoax.
I know that things like
online relationships are
all the rage nowadays, but
for those to be successful
I think the people have to
meet at som e point. So I
find it very hard to believe
that Te'o really thought
this o nline girlfriend was
real the entire time when
he had n ever even made
physical contact with the
(non-existent) woman. Let
alone that he was completely
in love with h er.
It's one thing for an athlete to lie in order to cheat.
It's obviously completely
wrong, but for him to lie
about his or her p ersonal
life brings it to a whole new
level How desperate for pity
and atten tion is the guy?
If he was trying for
media attention , h e was
definitely successful. Manti
Te'o quickly b ecam e one
of th e most well-known
names in college football.
And he may have even
started a new trend. Now
ins tead of Tebowing we
can start Te'oing: posing
with your arm around an
invisible significant other.

ALEXIS HOSTICKA is
sports editor for the
20 12-2013 Bison.
She may be contacted at
ahostick@harding.edu.
Twitter. @alexis_ hosticka
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The Harding University m en's basketball team
remains in first place over
Southeastern Oklahoma
State in the Great American
Conference.
As of press time, the
team was 14-3 overall and
7-2 in the GAC.
Head coach Jeff Morgan
said the Bisons have done
really well up to the halfway
point of the season.
''We had some really good
non-conference wins, and we
had some good conference
wins so far," Morgan said.
"I'm really proud of these
guys and that we played
well together as a team, a
very unselfish team, and
that they work really hard
every day."
So far the Bisons have
managed to win every home
game this season.
'"Last year was kind of
up and down and we weren't
very consistent," junior guard
Weston Jameson said. "But
this year I think we're on
a six-game winning streak
and we've been able to put
some wins together in a
row. It's been miles better
than last year."
Morgan said non-conference wins over Northwest
Missouri State, Christian
Brothers and Saint Edward's
University are also important
for NCAA regional rankings,
because if they continue
playing well it will put them
in a position that may be
regionally ranked and have
an opportunity to go to the
NCAA Tournament.
The rest of the season
could be tougher for the
team due in part to a lot
of road games in January
and in February. As the
season goes on, the stakes
get higher and the team is
playing for the position that
they want to put themselves

by REBECCA NEELY
student writer

The Rhodes Field House
has been selected as one of
! the Top 10 finalists for the
'il_l!k·'lllW• ' Best Road Trip destination
• in the country for basketball
games.
CBS will air the winner
of the Facebook contest
during the Best of College
Basketball special on April
6, during the men's Division
I Final Four game. The win! ner is chosen based on the
amount of votes received
via Facebook.
.
''This is a great honor to
I be featured in the final 10,
' especially as the only Division
II school amongst all of
these Division I schools,"
head men's basketball coach
Jeff Morgan said. "These
! are some great basketball
schools that we are up
against The Rhodes is a great
place to experience some
high-spirited fellowship."
According to alumni
relations director Liz
Howell, if Harding wins
the competition President
photo by GRANT SCHOL I Student Publications David Burks will give away
Junior guard Weston Jameson fights to keep the two tickets to the Final Four
ball at the Bisons' home game against University of Championship Game on
Arkansas-Monticello on Jan. 19. The Bisons came Monday, April 6 in Atlanta,
back and won the game 57-50 after being down dinner and transportation
23-10 at the end of the first half.
on the Harding plane are
"Everybody in the con"The main thing is we also included.
ference is just even and try to really focus on what
The contest is open to
really close in talents so we're doing day to day," Harding students only. The
pretty much anybody in the Morgan said. ''We talk about Final Four prize package
conference can win," junior the big goals but once we will be drawn on Saturday,
forward Hayden Johnson process what we're going March 2, at Senior Day for
said. "You h ave to bring through each day to get to i the Bison basketball teams.
out the best effort every those goals, then we're a !
The winner of the best
night."
lot more concerned about : destination competition will
According to J ameson, what we're doing (today)." be announced nationally
it is about having good
Johnson said if they keep April 6. However, if Hardpractices in between games, playing like they are right ing wins CBS will come on
which usually translates to now they will be in good , or before the Bisons' last
success on the floor during shape at the end of the i game to film footage for
the games. The Bisons have conference season.
the feature.
four home games left in
Tomorrow, the Bi sons
The Rhodes has consisthe season and every one will take on the East Central tently been a favorite arena
of the rest of their games University Tigers at 4 p.m. for traveling teams. With
is a GAC game.
in the Rhodes Field House. · Bison fans packing the
1

stands, they hold 5 of the
10 single-game attendance
marks in the Gulf South
Conference history.
The Rhodes is also in
numerous Arkansas travel
books. Llsted as one of the
main attractions is to watch
a game in the well-known
Rhodes Field House.
"I feel like the architecture of the Rhodes really
~es the experience that
much better," sophomore
guard Michael Gullotta said
"The Rhodes Rowdies are
going crazy and that just
adds so much excitement
for the team, with the crowd
having such an intricate
part in the game."
The Rhodes Field House
was entered in the competition by Harding Sports
Information Director Tim
Hamilton and Assistant
Sports Information Director
Nathan Looney.
Rhodes Field House was
previously a World War II
airplane hangar that was
bought as war surplus by
Dr. George Benson.
The Rhodes has been
home to the Bisons for
manyyears. Theteamplayed
there from 1957-1976, then
moved their home to the
Ganus Athletic Center in
1976. They returned to
the Rhodes after it was
renovated in 1997.
If Harding were to win
the contest, it would not be
the first time that Harding
would have been featured
nationwide.
CBS aired a game between
Harding and Henderson
State in 2008 as the CBS
Sports game of the week.
Today is the last day to
vote in the competition.
To vote, go to the GEICO
Best of College Basketball
Facebook page and click on
best road trips, then vote
for Rhodes Field House at
Harding University. _.,

__

photo by ASHEL PARSONS I Student Publications
Senior defensive-end Ty Powell tackles the Southwestern Oklahoma State University quarterback Dustin Stenta in a game on
Nov. 10. Powell recently earned a number of honors from the NCAA, including playing in the Senior Bowl tomorrow.

Football players receive All-Super Region honors
by ANGEL PARAMORE
student writer

Among the many recognitions
available to NCAA Division II
college athletes, the Don Hansen
All-Super Region Three Team is
one that stands out to five Harding
football players.
Sophomore kicker John Gay
and senior cornerback Roderick
Cohn received third team honors,
senior defensive-end Ty Powell
and senior offensive tackle Austin
Smithey received second team
honors and sophomore fullback
Romo Westbrook was named to
first team.
Gay was flattered to be selected
for the team.
"It is a great honor to be on any
All-Super Region Team because
it means you were picked as one
of the top performers out of the

region," Gay said. "I am humbled
and very thankful to h ave been
chosen."
The Don Hansen All-Super
Region Teams focus on acknowledging Division II and Division
III athletes. Each year the Don
Hansen committee selects a preseason All-Region team, preseason
All-American team and postseason
All-Region and All-American teams.
''.A lot of it is stat oriented and
it's (All-Super Region Team selection)also based on the recognition
they receive from our conference,"
head football coach Ron Huckeba
said. "Most of these guys that were
recognized as a m ember of that
team (.All-Super Region Three)
were recognized by our conference
as good players too."
According to Huckeba, Harding's
9-2 record and impressive season
in 201 2 played a part in having

five players named to All-Super
Region T hree Teams.
"The better the team does the
more individuals are recognized,"
Huckeba said. " Our focus is on the
team, not on the individuals, but
it's just like we always say, when
you do the little things right everyone achieves and when the team
achieves then individuals are very
often recognized for what they've
done to help the team."
Huckeba said he believes the
recognition should push the two
returning players, Gay and Westbrook, to work harder next season.
"If they are the right kind of
people, which I'm convinced that
they are, then it will just motivate
them to work harder and validate
the fact they were recognized ,"
Huckeba said. "Complacency is a
killer in anything. If you feel like
you've achieved and you can't

grow anymore it's just a killer. We
fight that every day and it takes a
concerted effort to make sure you
don't allow complacency to sneak
into your program."
Westbrook was also named
second team All-American by the
Don Hansen football committee
onJan. 18.
Powell, who is currently training
for the NFL draft, was also named
second team All-American by
D 2football.com on Jan. 17. H e is
the second Bison to ever receive
All-American recognition from
the website.
Powell was also invited to play
in the Senior Bowl. The Bowl is a
post-season college football all-star
game for NFL draft prospects. The
game is Jan. 26 at 3 p.m.and will
and air live on the NFL network
from the Ladd Peebles Stadium in
Mobile, Ala.
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The downfall of a sports l·egend
Lance Armstrong has been seen
as a legend in the world of sports
ever since his seven straight Tour
de France wins that spanned from
1999-2005. As well as being viewed
as one of the greatest sportsmen
of all time, Armstrong has been
greatly praised for his success
after surviving cancer.
· · In the eyes of people around
the world, Armstrong stood as a
s}'mbol of overcoming adversity. He
was held up on high and admired
by many, until the allegations of
cheating began.
Although some people often

thought Armstrong was on steroids or doping, no one really
came out and accused him until
2004. About one month before
the 2004 Tour de France began,
a book called "L.A. Confidentiel:
Les Secrets de Lance Armstrong;'
was released. The book included
testimonies from people close to
Armstrong who claimed he was
doping. Most of the evidence was
seen as circumstantial, so it did
not actually prove that Armstrong
had done anything wrong.
It did, however, encourage
governing bodies of the sport of
cycling to begin looking into the
allegations. Some sports organizations began looking into old drug
tests and also began interviewing
Armstrong's former teammates
and doctors. In 2005, Armstrong
retired from professional cycling
after winning his seventh straight
Tour de France. Over the next

few years he was cleared of some
doping allegations and appeared
to be free of the scandal.
Then, Armstrong returned
to competition in 2009. After
his return to cycling, Armstrong
again began to receive allegations
that he was using performance
enhancing drugs and was also
blood doping. He retired again in
2011. Meanwhile the United States
Anti-Doping Agency had begun
an investigation on Armstrong in
2011. During their investigation
they questioned Armstrong's
teammates and doctors and also
requested to see blood test results
from throughout Armstrong's
decorated cycling career.
Many former teammates testified
that Armstrong had been receiving blood transfusions during his
career. They also pointed out that
he took steroids, synthetic testosterone and EPO (a substance that

increases red blood cell count).
After conducting a thorough and
extended investigation, in 2012 the
OSADA found Lance Armstrong
guilty of cheating throughout his
cycling career. He was stripped of
all seven of his Tour de France
wins as well as all competitive
results from August 1998 to the
present In one ruling, the career
of Lance Armstrong was erased.
His legacy was put to shame.
Armstrong, however, continued
to deny that he ever cheated or
gained a competitive advantage
through the use of substances
or blood doping.
The media blasted Armstrong
for continuing to lie, and finally he
gave in. In early 2013 Armstrong
did two interviews with Oprah
in which he admitted everything.
He admitted he had cheated
in each and every way that he
had been accused. He admitted

to destroying others' careers and
lives to cover up his scandalous
acts. He admitted that he thought
he still could have gotten away
with it all, had he not returned
to cycling in 2009.
Armstrong confessed in the
interview that he had been obsessed with winning and that he
felt as if he was unstoppable at
the time.
In the interview he did apologize
for all that he had done and for the
fact that he fooled much of the
world into believing a story that
was, in fact, too good to be true.
While Armstrong once stood as
a symbol of overcoming adversity,
he is now seen only as a greedy
man who did whatever it took
to win. He was a champion, but
now is known as one of the most
infamous sportsmen of all time.
His legacy is tarnished, and a
legend has fallen.

Softball team officially up and swinging
by MACKENZIE LEE
student writer
T his week on campus,
while many students are
starting Spring Sing and
getting their first homework
assignments, a handful of
talented girls are suiting up
for practice as they prepare
to revive a lost sport on
campus.
Softball is officially in
session.
Although the team will
not begin to play comp etitively until spring of
2014, scrimmages will start
in 2013 and head softball
coach Phil Berry said he has
plans .to ~aximize the use
of this rime. The team met
Jan. 16 to discuss practice
plms and strategies. They
als<) t bmpleted a series of
fitness tests Jan. 17. Conditioning, hitting practices
and weight lifting began
the week of Jan. 21.
, The conditioning will be
challenging for the players,
many of whom have not
played since high school.
However it promises to
push the players to reach
great potential. For several
of the players, they have
had a year away from the
sport and this week was a
test of their strength and
endurance.
''I don't know about the
other girls, but I haven't

photo by HILLARY MILLER I Student Publications
Head coach Phil Berry works with the softball team during the first official
week of workouts and practices on Jan. 21. The team begins games next year.

been pumping much iron
lately," sophomore Amanda
Richardson said.
Richardson and freshman Julia Chambless, both
members of the team, said
they have grown up playing
the sport and welcomed
the chance to get back into
what they love.
Chambless said when
she received the call from
Berry saying that she had
made the team, she realized

the opportunity to make the
program their own.
"It's a really great feeling
to know that you are one
of the first," Chambless
said. "You know no one is
there before you and that
will never change."
Although it will b e a
challenge for the team to
build a reputation, it is also
an opportunity to start out
strong. Richardson said she
is hopeful to see how this

training will build a strong
base for the new team, The
original Harding softball
team was on campus from
1983-1985, so this program
is essentially being rebuilt
from scratch.
"We want to lay the right
foundation for the program," Berry said. "There
is only one set of firsts and
that is the excitement and
challenge-to represent the
university correctly."

Berry said that the ultimate
goal of the softball team is
to be true to the university's
mission, to compete and
to win championships. He
said he is looking to build
an atmosphere of student
involvement and is excited
to watch the student body
come together to support
the sport of softball.
"These girls, they are
revved up and they are ready
to go," Richardson said.

Track in brief
The men's and women's track teams compete
tomorrow at Arkansas
State University for A-State
Invitational, their second
meet of the season.
The first competition of
the season was also held at
Arkansas State on Dec. 2
where the Bisons and Lady
Bisons both had impressive
accomplishments including
multiple broken records.
At the Arkansas State
University Kickoff Klassic,
the men's team recorded
two NCAA provisional
rimes and posted an event
victory in the 4x400-meter
relay with a time of 3:21.06.
It was the second-fastest
mile relay time in the fust
weekend of competition in
Division II.
Sophomore Landon
Belcher also took fourth
place in the 400 meters.
The Lady Bisons set
three school records at their
first meet.
The 4x400 meter relay
team cut nine seconds off
the previous record with a
time of 4:45.5.
Freslunan Lydia Gordon
broke the second record
with a 33 feet 6.75 inches
tripple jump.
The third record broken
was sophomore Brittany
Bartelt with a 36-08.25
shot put.
information taken from
hardingsports.com

Katie Dunn

Zach Roddenberry

Kristen Celsor

Whitney Ohlhausen

Lewis Jackson

(Basketball)

(Basketball)

(Basketball)

(Golf)

(Golf)

If you could have
unlimited supply of one
thing, what would it be?

Shoes and clothes.

I would definitely
have an
unlimited supply
ofCheetos.

· Maybe shoes?
I might have a pair
too many.

Unlimited storage
of clothes.

Cadbury chocolate.

Favorite Christmas
present this year?

Probably money.
As you get older
that's the best gift!

A book and a book

Getting to spend
so much time with
my family.

My favorite
Christmas present
was new
Under Armour.

A mountaineering
jacket.

How did you celebrate
this past New Y~ar?

By watching a movie.

I actually didn't even
watch the ball drop.

I celebrated
At home with my
with my fiancee boyfriend and parents
watching "Brave".
and some friends.

I celebrated
New Years with
my family.

With my family
at home.

Facebook,
it offers more.

Twitter, no doubt.
Definitely Facebook,
I'm not good at keeping
Enough of the
up with my Twitter.
duck faces, girls.

Twitter.

Facebook.
Easily Facebook.

Spanish.

Spanish.

,

Our Ath letes' Views
·on Pop Culture

uestions

·•

Facebook or Twitter?

If you could speak any
French,
. language what would it be? just because .

..

light. I'm a nerd, so
it was awesome.

French
sounds sexy.

Spanish.
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More Broadcast advertising class
tea? tries to 'Crash the Super Bowl'
Students enjoy
international

experience with
early viewings of
Downton Abbey
by BETHANY
NICHOLSON
student writer
The International Programs Office hosted students

for an early viewing of the
new "Downton Abbey"
episodes on Jan. 17 in the
Honors House.
The HUE and HIP programs held the event free
of charge and will continue
to show episodes three days
before they are aired on
national television in the
U.S. every Thursday at 9
p.m. until the completion
of the season.
"'Downton Abbey' is
a British period piece that
focuses on a single fictitious
household set in Northern
England," said Lauren Knight,
Harding's Northern European Director. "The show
is written in a fascinating
time in history where the
Titanic is sinking, world
wars are breaking out and
the rules governing societal
norms are fading quickly."
There is still time to catch
up on this British period
show although seasons one
and two have already aired.
If students are interested in
the English culture or would
just like to experience a fun
night with fellow classmates,
Noah Darnell, International
Progi:am Office Administrator, said attendance would
be recommended.
"Everyone is invited,"
said Darnell. "In fact, even
those who have no interest
in the abroad programs are
welcome to attend. We are
just doing this as a service."
Although everyone is
invited, Knight said she
continues to hope that interested students will gain
an increased awareness of
Harding's Enghmd and Paris
programs.
"It seems impossible
that, after several weeks of
sipping tea and digesting the
dialogue of these fabulous
accents in good company,
the beauty of a semester
spent in England could be
easily missed," Knight said.
Darnell said that students
from last year who went to
HUE and HIP will be hosting the event. This will give
future abroad students the
perfect opportunity to ask
questions from peers who
already have the knowledge
and experience from studying
abroad.
Senior Samantha Tosh
went to HIP last spring and
will be one of the hosts
present.
"I think this is great for
sqidents even if they do
come just to see the episodes
early," Tosh said. "But this
will also expose students to
the IBP and HUE programs.
I know some do not even
know these programs exist."
In addition to promoting these two international
programs and receiving
free food, Tosh said she is
very excited to see the new
episodes before the rest of
the U.S.
"I love the show," Tosh
said. ''I think it's so much
fun and well done. My only
complaint would be that there
are not enough episodes."
For more on the HIP or
HUE program, come to the
Honors House to visit with
the hosts after "Downton
Abbey."

by KRISTI SOTO
student writer
The Broadcast Advertising class
was given the chance to feature a
commercial for Super Bowl XLVII
through the Doritos "Crash the
Super Bowl" contest.
For the contest, the class submitted
a 30-second commercial featuring
Doritos brand tortilla chips. Doritos
provided a tool kit which had logos
and music that needed to be included
in the commercial.
Assistant professor Steve Shaner
assigned the D oritos "Crash
the Super Bowl" contest to his
broadcast advertising class in order
for students to learn how to create a
TV commercial from start to finish.
''This is the third year that we have
done this project and it has gotten
great reviews and great accolades
from faculty and students," Shaner
said. "Even the professionals in
Little Rock know that we do this
contest."
From there, the eight students
in the class assigned each other
specific jobs for the commercial
and brainstormed together to come
up with the concept. Senior Velvet
Janelle, whose job was to draw up
the story-board for the commercial,
was the art director for the project.
Janelle said it took everyone in the
class to come up with the concept
and put everything together.
''We spent a lor'of time sharing our
ideas to the point that I couldn't tell
you who contributed what," Janelle
said. ' 'It all became a mesh of ideas,
which is what an ad agency does."
The project took half of the
fall semester with casting calls

photo courtesy of STEVE SHANER
Junior Jerry Eberly films sophomore Benjamin Wagner, senior Amy Morris, freshman CJMssa
Smith and senior Joe English as they run through a scene in their Doritos Super Bowl commarclal
submission, which they made as part of a broadcast advertising class.
being made through Pipeline and is very protective of his. Doritos a TV commercial.
corning up with a location to film the snacks. A dinner guest arrives at
''We \.V'Ould have done that whole
commercial. The project manager, the home of the family and tries process whether we were entering
senior Hillary Miller, was in charge to take a bag of Doritos from the the Doritos contest or not.," Shaner
of keeping the class focused on snack bar only to be confronted said. ''But I just thought that the
what the theme would be.
by the son who comes out from Doritos contest is something that
gave it some real life and some
''We had to keep in mind that we underneath the table.
"Everyone always likes that one real buzz."
had to make it a realistic concept that
Super Bowl XLVII will air
we were able to execute because we significant character that they can
are not a Hollywood special effects kind of be creeped out by," Miller on Sunday, Feb. 3 on CBS from
studio," Miller said. "It had to be said. "It's like they are the comedic New Orleans. The prizes for the
five finalists consist of $25,000
something that was manageable with relief, but like, creepy funny."
our resources, yet could be creative
Although the "These Are and a trip to New Orleans. If the
and also use our specific talents." Mine" commercial, created by the featured commercial were to win
The 30-second video features Broadcast Advertising class, did not first place in the USA TODAY Ad
a well-off family hosting a dinner make the top five finalist spots, the Meter rankings, the Grand Prize
party. The son, played by junior students still left the class with a lot Winner would receive a bonus of
David Goble, is a bit strange and of experience on how to produce $1,000,000.

Uncovering history

New president.
plans move into

Harding professor helps discover
University
ancient pagan temple in Israel
byJESS BOYD
web editor

A team of archaeologists
uncovered the remnants
of a 3,100-year-old temple
at the site of Tel BethShemesh. Dr. Dale Manor,
professor of Bible whose
areas of expertise include
Old Testament history and
archaeology, has been the
field director at this site since
2000. Tel Beth-Shemesh is
an important biblical site
located near the modern
town of Beth-Shernesh about
20 km west of Jerusalem.
"In 2011 we knew we
were finding something
monumental, something
special, but we weren't sure
what it was until last year
when we finally zeroed in,"
Manor said.
They discovered most
of the artifacts in 2012 and
began determining what
kind of struc~e they had
come across.
The temple is comprised
of an elevated, massive
circular stone structure and
an intricately constructed

building characterized by
a row of three flat, large
round stones, according to
an article about the discovery
on Sci-News.com.
Besides the large stone
structure, a high concentration of bones, ritual artifacts
and a plaque figurine were
found, which Manor said
led him to believe that they
had found a temple.
''.A.round the area of the
large central stone is where
most of those ritual artifacts
were found," Manor said.
''We found decorated, imported chalices, along with
imported pieces which \.V'Ould
imply elegance. And then we
found a portion of a plaque
figurine with characteristics
of a female fertility god. I
postulated that this was a
high place, which during
the time of the Judges the
Bible talks about 'getting rid
of the high places."
According to Manor, evidence, like a plaque figurine
and a seal, interpreted to
depict Samson and the lion
suggests that the temple
dates back to the time of the

.

Judges, when Samson was
living and the Israelites were
worshipping pagan gods.
"To date this back to
the time of the judges, you
have a seal that corroborates
some sort of element of
the story of Samson and
the lion, which occurred
near the site and then you
have the shrine or high
place; the fact that you have
a shrine is not particularly
antagonistic to the Bible,
because during the time
of the Judges the Israelites
were not worshipping the
way they were supposed to
be," Manor said.
The site of Tel BethShemesh has been under
excavation since 1990. The
dig is directed by professors
at the Tel Aviv University's
Sonia and Marco Nadler
Institute of Archaeology.
Other members of the
team include professors
from universities across the
country, a missionary from
Tanzania and students from
Tel Aviv University. The dig
lasts for about four weeks
each summer.
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photo courtesyofSKYVIEW/DALE MANOR
Archaeologists discovered this 3,100-year-old temple at Tel Beth-Shemesh,
located west of Jerusalem, over the summer of 2012. Teams of professors, students and others have been excavating on the site since 1990 ..
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byKRISflN BAIDWIN
student writer
Becoming Harding's
next president means a lot
of changes for D r. Bruce
and Ann McLarty. Among
those changes is moving
into what is well known as
the University House.
The University House,
which was once the home
of Dr. D avid Burks, has
served as women's housing
for the past several years.
Upon becoming president,
Bruce McLarty and his wife
expressed interest in moving
into the house. They both
said they feel it will be more
convenient living on campus
and being close to all of
the students and Harding
activities.
"Probably the thing I love
the most about the University
House is its location," Ann
McLarty said. ''We are both
looking forward to simply
walking across the street
when we attend a Harding
event."
The McLartys said they
are looking forward to all
of the benefits of moving
to the new location, which
is right in front of Harding
Park and Harding Circle.
" It's got the greatest
backyard in the world,"
Bruce Mclarty said 'There's
a lot of relationship and a
lot of history right there in
that park."
The McLartys said they
would like to move into their
new home before Bruce Mel.arty takes over as Harding's
president on June 1. Before
that can happen, there is a
lot of work that needs to be
done to the house.
Mike Steelman, Harding's architect, and Rachel
Miller, a Harding graduate
and Harding's designer, are
working with the McLartys
to update the home. Most

House

of the wo:rk will be done
inside the home.
According to the McLartys, the house has a nice
kitchen and a large public
living room and entryway.
It is a perfect house for
entertaining, for which the
McLartys said they plan to
take full advantage 0£
Bruce McLarty said he is
putting together an idea to
make a collage of pictures
of all the dignitaries who
have had their photo made
in front of the University
House fueplace.~those
who would be.i n the collage
are Mikhail Gorbachev and
Margaret Thatcher.
''You see some of those
people being pictured in
front of that fireplace, and
you think this is our home
now, you know, and these
people have stood here,"
Bruce McLarty said, ''I.bat's
kind of cool."
While the McLartys said
they are sad to leave the
house that they have lived
in for twenty-one years,
they are very excited about
the move and all it has to
offer. They are planning on
selling their current home
upon the move.
When all decisions re. garding changes to the house
have been made, Harding's
Physical Resources will begin
the work.
Senior Lacey Bates lived
in the University House and
said that the experience was
"an incredible blessing."
"Living there· gave us
the opportunity to open
our homes to others and
bless, them," Bates said.
''We were able to cook, nap,
eat or relax between classes
and escape the dorm life.
I know the McLarlys will
love their new home and
embrace the opportunities
they have to serve others
because of it."
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life in the
fast lane

...

catching up on the world
ofcelebrity gossip
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While we have all been relaxing on break, the
celebrities have been churning new stories out
left and right. It seems the celebs had a lot more
exciting of a holiday than I did, which is what
makes them so much fun to keep up with.
A huge development over the break was
the announcement of Kanye West and Kim
Kardashian's pregnancy. West, being the classy
man that he is, shared this information with the
public by making a shout out to his "baby mama"
during one of his concerts. Really, th ough, if
you know anything about the Kardashians, it
just makes you feel sorry for Khloe because she
and husband Lamar Odom have publicized on
their reality show their struggle in not being able
to have a child, while both Kourtney and now
Kim Kardashian are just popping babies out with
their boyfriends. Also, a little fun fact, Kim is still
technically married to Kris Humphrie s, so that
just makes everything even weirder.
An incredibly recent story has been the shocking news that the death of former Notre Dame
linebacker Manti Te' o's girlfriend of leukemia in
September was a hoax. Te'o had never actually
met his girlfriend, they were only dating online, ·
and now he is saying that people put together a
fake profile for this girl and then faked her death.
There was speculation that Te'o may have known
about and been involved in creating this story to
gain publicity to help his case for the Heisman,
but it was later confirmed by the mastermind of
the hoax that Te'o was a victim and had no idea.
This, my friends, is why we all need to watch the
show "Catfish" on MTV, in which a man who
was once tricked by a fake profile online helps
others expose their online significant others. Then,
you will learn this: If a super attractive person is
talking to you online but won't ever meet up with
you in person, they are probably fake and often
the opposite gender of what they say they are.
My main man Justin Bieber had an eventful
holiday, as well. In addition to performing around
the U.S. on his "Believe" tour, he was on and off
again with girlfriend Selena Gomez multiple times
and was caught smoking marijuana. Apparently
Bieber was hanging out at a house, and someone
snuck several pictures of him with weed and sent
the pictures to TMZ. Bieber took this in stride by
tweeting that he is "growing and learning," and by
learning he probably means learning not to hang
out with random people who are going to take
pictures of him and send them to TMZ. Following
the scandal, it was announced that Bieber will be
the host and performer on Saturday Night Live
on Feb. 9 and that he granted SNL permission
to write marijuana jokes into his sketches.
In short news, Taylor Swift and Harry Styles
were officially together and then broke up in
the time that we were gone. The day after the
breakup, Swift tweeted that she was back in the
studio, so we all know what that means. Lance
Armstrong was interviewed by Oprah, and it
finally came out that he did in fact use banned
substances to help his performance, which was a
complete shocker to all of us (I hope it actually
wasn't) . ''The Bachelor" started back up, featuring
heart-throb Sean Lowe, who was rejected on the
last season. If this man doesn't find love on his
own season, I'm going to Dallas and finding him.
Potentially the best news of the break and ever,
though, is that Justin Timberlake released a new
single, titled "Suit and Tie," and is making music
again. The album is sure to be great, and if all
else fails, you can see him on tour just to be in
his presence, which I will be.

KASEY COBLE is the assistant copy editor of
the Bison. She may be contactd at kcoble@
harding.edu or on Twitter @kaseycoble.

MIT,OMA~

-~

Once Upon A Time

CA8'.C TMIS SEASOH, ...HV 1$ SOMITMING
VOU WtU. NOT WANT TO 'WATCM DY
YOURSll.F OR HI AR tlDTtM&. TNE CAST
A.MD CREW'S $TAHOAAD FOJl TALENT AND •
C:R& :l'lVITV 1$ SCT HIGMO 6VIRY SIHGlE

WIEIC AHO Wit.I.. NOT Dl$APPOIHT. ON FX.

Oscars, Golden Globes honor
fine film, television from 201 2
by ALEX EZELL
student writer

Glitzy ball gowns, paparazzi flashes
and countless thank-you speeches
captivate viewers of award shows
such as the Golden Globes and the
Oscars. What viewers sometimes
neglect is the very heartbeat of these
events, the awards.
On Sunday, Jan. 13, the 70th Golden
Globe Awards took place at the Beverly
Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, Calif.
Nominations were announced at the
beginning of November leaving the
public anxiously awaiting the results.
I was one of the viewers that waited
to hear who would take home one of
the top honors in Hollywood.
Motion pictures and television series
wowed their audiences with emotional
and intense performances throughout
the past year. "Argo" took home the
award in the "Best Motion Picture"
category. This motion picture was
up against films like "Lincoln" and

WHERE DOWE
GET OUR MEDIA?

"Zero Dark Thirty." I saw ''Argo" Oscars were announced on Jan. 10.
in theaters and was pleased with the Most movie-goers will agree that
overall ambiance of the film.
the nominations for "Best Picture"
Ben Affleck, the director of "Argo," were no surprise. ''Argo," "Django
won in the "Best Director-Motion Unchained," "Les Miserables," "Life
Picture" cate gory. Affleck did a of Pi," "Lincoln," "Silver Linings
sensational job of balancing his di- Playbook" and "Zero Dark Thirty"
recting and acting skills in this film. all made the list. Other popular catTelling a story from history can be egories included ''Actor in a Leading
difficult, but ''Argo" left its audience Role," ''Actress in a Leading Role,"
and critics speechless.
and "Best Original Song."
What would an awards show be
The Oscars are one of the most
without Tina Fey and Amy Poehler? revered award shows in Hollywood.
The dynamic duo often left the audi- Members of the Academy of Motion
ence crying from laughter or stunned Picture Arts and Sciences will vote on
in silence. Fey and Poehler were both the nominations. Many viewers expect
nominated for "Best Performance to see repeats of winners between
by an Actress in a Television Series - the Golden G lobes and the Oscars.
My predictions for the Oscars are
Comedy or Musical." Neither of the
nominees won in the category, but "Zero Dark Thirty" for ''Best Picture,"
they left their mark on the Golden D aniel Day-Lewis ("Lincoln") for
Globes with their jaw-dropping and ''Actor in a Leading Role," Jennifer
comical one-liners.
Lawrence ("Silver Linings Playbook")
The 85th Academy Awards, also for "Actress in a Leading Role" and
known as the Oscars, will be held "Suddenly" (from "Les Miserables")
on Feb. 24. Nominations for the for "Best Original Song."
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Online columnist: Payton Hurst reviews the,highlights of 2012 and previews what's to come in
2013.
Lexi talks to stuaents who attended Monday's
presidential inauguration and provides a rundown
for those wbo may have missed the televis.e d
event.
by LEXI STUTZMAN
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